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LETTER FROM THE CHAIR

BLOC’S UPCOMING PRODUCTION

Dear friends,
Welcome back to our
‘Autumn Season’ in BLOC.
Memories of our last show,
‘The Sorcerer’, have been
superbly documented, and
both the photo book and
video are now in their final
stages of production. Make
sure to place your orders as
soon as possible.

Rehearsals are in full swing for BLOC’s November 2019 show:
Cole Porter’s Kiss Me, Kate.
Here are some fun facts you may not know about
Kiss Me, Kate:
• Kiss Me, Kate won the first ever
Tony Award for Best Musical, in
1949. The 1999 Broadway revival
also won “Best Revival of a
Musical” in 2000.
• This was the only one of Cole
Porter’s shows to stay on
Broadway for more than
1000 performances.
• The 1949 original cast
recording
has
been
inducted into the American Library of Congress’s
National
Recording
Registry for the album’s
“cultural, artistic and/
or historical significance to American
society and the
nation’s
audio
legacy”.

As you know, rehearsals
for ‘Kiss me, Kate’ are in
full swing and the box
office is now open. Let’s sell
this show - it’s going to be
another BLOC hit!
The deadline for proposals
for our next two shows is
15th October (more information in this newsletter).
Finally, even if you’re not
involved in ‘Kiss me, Kate’,
you’re welcome to come
along to a rehearsal at De
Kam and have a drink in
Koen’s bar with fellow BLOC
members. We’re one big
musical family!
Here’s
to
‘another
opening,
another
show’!
Tony Lowe
BLOC
Chairman

GET YOUR TICKETS NOW!

Tickets available now!
Thursday 21 November - 20:00
Friday 22 November - 20:00
Saturday 23 November - 14:30
Saturday 23 November - 20:00
Sunday 24 November - 14:30
Centre Culturel d’Auderghem.

See bloc-brussels.com for more information.

Page 2

October 2019

Review of the
original
Kiss Me, Kate:
Variety, p.259,
5 January 1949.
The magazine was
465 pages long!!!!

Cole Porter and
Kiss Me, Kate
playwright
Bella Spewack
(co-writer with
her husband
Sam Spewack,
not pictured).
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GETTING TO KNOW YOU - VIVIENNE McKAY
After rehearsal on 8 October, I
had the chance to sit down for
a few minutes with our Musical
Director for Kiss Me, Kate, Vivienne McKay. Here are some of
the things we chatted about.
- Helen Krabb
Helen: How long have you
been involved with BLOC?
Viv: I first played my clarinet in the orchestra. It was
when I came to Belgium, in
1986, so I’m probably one
of the veterans of BLOC. I
sometimes used to play for
auditions when BLOC was the
Gilbert and Sullivan Society. I
played in a number of shows.
When I got married and
had my daughter I had a
break for about 15 years, and
then I came back and I played
for Beauty and the Beast as
rehearsal pianist.
I never really anticipated
music directing a show until
we came to, in true BLOC
fashion, the auditions for
Sweeney Todd. [The person]
who was music directing [was
unable to continue. There was
no-one else avail- able], so
that was
it. I was
a reluct a n t
music

director at first but was
pleased to be working alongside Stage Director Bridget
Peirson-Davis who is a good
friend. But now I am quite
happy to be doing it.
Helen:
What’s
your
favourite show that you have
done with BLOC?
Viv: Sweeney Todd, definitely. Because it was the
most difficult, musically, by
far. It was challenging. And
it was good to do that first,
because anything after that
seems like a bit of a walk in
the park. It was a once in a
lifetime experience. We all
got on well, and it was just
totally memorable.
Helen:
What’s
your
favourite musical that you
have seen on stage?
Viv: Well, I remember when
I first saw the Phantom of
the Opera, that had a huge
impact. I saw it when it first
came out and it was very
different. I liked Wicked as
well, I thought that was really
clever.
Helen: If you could pick one
musical for BLOC to do in the
future, what would you pick?
Viv: I think Hairspray would
be really good. Chess would
be good. Mamma Mia, of
course. And of course West
Side Story. Another one I like
is Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde. No, I
can’t pick just one!
Helen: Do you have a
favourite piece of music from
this show?
Viv: No. Whenever I start
shows, I’m never very sure
about how much I’m going to

like
the music. Then I
always start liking it, a lot.
[Then] I like all the numbers.
Helen: Have you always
liked musicals?
Viv: Oh yes. When I lived
in London, in the early 80s,
I used to play the piano for
people who were in the original case of Evita, the London
cast. We had a little touring
group and did shows when
they weren’t in the theatre.
They moved on to be in the
original cast of Chess. So I
have been playing musicals
for a long time.
[Before that,] my grandfather sang in Gilbert and
Sullivan in the 1920s. I
remember he was one of the
Gondoliers, in an am. dram.
production of the Gondoliers.
I’ve been brought up with it.
Helen: What do you do in
your day job?
Viv: I teach, piano and
music, and play, accompany,
that kind of thing, music in
general, at the British School.
Helen: Music in general that’s your life?
Viv: Yeah, it’s music.
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WHAT ELSE IS ON?
8-12
October
19
October
26
October
5-9
November
21-24
November
26-30
November

1
December
15
December
17-19
January 2020

Who’s Afraid of Virginia
Woolf
Sing-along
Ruddigore
Staging Post

American Theatre
Company
Sing G&S in
Brussels
The Staging Post

Petit Théâtre
Mercelis
De Bosuil

Our Few and Evil Days

The Irish Theater
Company
Brussels Light
Opera Company
ETCetera

Petit Théâtre
Mercelis
Auderghem Cultural
Centre
Warehouse Studio
Theatre

The Children’s
Charity Christmas
Concert
Brussels Carol
Concert
English Comedy
Company

Auderghem Cultural
Centre

Kiss Me, Kate
Lessons in Love
(English/French - each
section surtitled in the
other language)
The Snowman & Percussion Extravaganza
Brussels Carol Concert
Beauty and the Beast
(Pantomime)

De Kam

Koninklijk
Conservatorium
Auderghem Cultural
Centre
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The next “Staging Post” will be held at
De Kam on Saturday 26 October.
The show will feature as the main
act “The Bluesy Cats”, a local, international band, playing Blues, Soul
and Light Rock from the ‘60s & ‘70s.
The brilliant Portuguese and
Spanish guitarists, Luis Reis and Juan
Mellado, who gave us a standingovation performance of Iberian and
Latin-American music last March, will
be playing Blues and Ballads as a
supporting act.
We are pleased to welcome Marieke
Slovin Lewis, a singer/song-writer
from the US who will be performing
some of her own songs, and playing
her baritone-ukulele.

ECC’s next production will be their January
pantomime: “Beauty and the Beast”
“[A] fun-filled show based on the
classic fairy tale. Expect songs and
laughter, bad jokes and fabulous
costumes, wolves, horses, magical
servants, and even a couple of
Belgians... and did we mention the
bad jokes?
Enjoy plenty of songs, dances,
stunning scenery, special effects
and superb costumes...topped off
by all-round slapstick and silliness.
Festive entertainment does not come
any better!”
Tickets are on sale now.
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CATHERINE JACQUEMET BRAWN & ROGER BRAWN

Many of you may know Catherine Jacquemet Brawn, who often manages Front of House
for BLOC. This November, Catherine and her husband Roger Brawn are holding an
exhibition of their work.

Art gallery Au Fond Du Bois,
Brusselseteenweg 49
Tervuren

20 November to 1 December 2019
More details :
facebook.com/events/368485087366716/

CALL FOR PROPOSALS

BLOC MEMBERSHIP FEE 2019

The Committee will be considering
proposals for BLOC’s 2020 shows at
our October meeting.

Have you paid your membership fee for 2019? It’s
not too late!

If you are interested in making a
proposal, please read all the detailed
information in the previous edition
of BLOC Notes (available online at
bloc-brussels.com).
To
make
a
proposal,
email
blocchairman@gmail.com
by 15 October 2019 at the latest to
let us know the basic outline of your
proposal, and be prepared to present
your proposal to the Committee in
person on 23 October.
SUBMISSIONS FOR BLOCNotes
Deadline next BLOCNotes:
1 November 2019

The fee is for every member of 16 years and older.
It is important that everyone involved with a show
has paid their fees, to ensure that you are insured
while doing BLOC activities.
As a performing member the fee for each person
is 40 Euros. If you are a non-performing member
the fee is 20 Euros. Both membership type fees
are for 2019 calendar year.
Fees should be paid to the “BLOC” bank account,
number: BE54 3101 7807 3797.
In your payment please mention your name and
2019.

The BLOCNotes Archive is available on-line.
See bloc-brussels.com/blocnotes

