
Editor: Dennis Elslander
Assistant Editor: Helen Krabb

Notes
December 2019

Introduction and Information

17 
December
20:00
De Kam

Wednesday:  
Now here’s the thing. 
We’re gonna act real 
normal.

The Addams Family:  
Gasp!

Grandma:  
Define “normal.”
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Dear friends,

Well, didn’t we have 
fun with ‘Kiss Me, 
Kate’! As always, 
once we entered the 
theatre, the time just 
seemed to fly by, with 
all five performances 
over in a flash. Many 
congratulations to 
everyone involved, 
for all your hard work 
and for adding that 
‘BLOC Magic Ingredient’ to our show. The 
audiences loved it, and the feedback I’ve 
had has all been positive. A job well done!

We look forward now to our ‘Kiss Me, Kate’ 
and Christmas Party on Friday 6th at De 
Kam, then the introductory evening for our 
next production ‘The Addams Family’ on 
Tuesday 17th December. I’m sure Director 
Emanuelle Vergier has some great ideas up 
her sleeve.

As the festive season begins, I’d like to take 
this opportunity to wish you all ‘Good Health 
and Happiness’ for Christmas time and the 
New Year. Enjoy yourselves with your loved 
ones, look after yourselves, and come back 
and join us in 2020 for more theatrical fun!

With my very best festive wishes,
Tony Lowe
BLOC Chairman

LETTER FROM THE CHAIR

Save the date:  The BLOC AGM will be held 
on  26 March 2020.

NEWS FROM THE COMMITTEE

6 December 
Brussels Light Opera Company 

Christmas Party/ 
Kiss Me Kate Aftershow Party 

De Kam
7 December 

Hot Air International Vocal Ensemble 
Songs from the Musicals 

De Bosuil

7 December 
Brussels International Singers 

A John Rutter Christmas Celebration 
Koninklijk Conservatorium

7 December 
The Staging Post 

De Kam

15 December

Brussels Carol Concert 
Koninklijk Conservatorium

17 December 
Brussels Light Opera Company 

The Addams Family 
Intro Evening 

De Kam
17-19 January 2020 

English Comedy Club 
Beauty and the Beast (Pantomime 

Auderghem Cultural Centre

WHAT’S COMING UP?

Deadline next BLOCNotes: 
1 January 2020

SUBMISSIONS FOR BLOCNotes
The BLOCNotes Archive is available on-line.

See  bloc-brussels.com/blocnotes

BLOC MEMBERSHIP FEE 2020

Fees for 2020 are 40 Euros for performing 
members and 20 Euros for non-performing 
members. Both membership types are for 
the 2020 calendar year.

Fees should be paid from 1 January 
2020 to the BLOC bank account, 
number: BE54  3101  7807  3797. In your 
payment please mention your name and 
“membership2020”.

http://bloc-brussels.com/blocnotes
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Photographs: Eva Konrad

KISS ME, KATE

Congratulations to everyone involved on a fantastic show!
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The committee will be considering options for our Spring 2021 
show at our first meeting after the Christmas break. We would 
therefore like to invite all members (and other interested parties) 
to present to us their proposals for possible shows for the company 
to perform in May 2021.

Artistic Vision
The foremost consideration of the Committee is the artistic concept and vision of the 
Stage Director.  What is this show to be? 

We would like to know details such as which version of a show the director is plan-
ning, which time period and style they plan to set the show in, what kind of scenery, 
costumes, suggested solutions to any perceived problems etc. The more thoroughly 
thought through a proposal, the more chance it has of being approved.

Practical considerations
Although the list is longer, and cannot be ignored; the 
practical considerations about a show are the secondary 
concern of the committee.

Good shows for BLOC are those that have onstage oppor-
tunities for a number of people, from a wide range of ages 
and nationalities. Our November shows should be suitable 
for family pre-Christmas entertainment, whilst the May 

show may be more innovative or edgy, or may be another great family show.
The committee will also consider (among many elements):
• Does it have an appropriate number of lead parts (more is better but all things in 
moderation) and is it conceivable that we will be able to cast those roles from the 
current membership of the company?
• Does it have enough material for the chorus to perform (the masses get fidgety if 
they have nothing to do)?
• Is the musical difficulty suitable for a BLOC show - not too easy, not too hard?
• Is the size of the orchestra suitable for a BLOC production?
• Are we likely to be able to sell tickets to this show in Brussels (is it well known, does 
it appeal to a wide range of patrons, is it about a popular topic?
• What are the staging requirements (can we feasibly build the necessary sets, does 
the theatre booked have the technical capabilities required)?

Theatre
The May 2021 show will most likely be performed in the theatre in the Community 
Centre de Bosuil in Overijse - which seats just over 300 audience members and has 
(with creative solutions) space for a maximum of around 45 cast members. 

CALL FOR PROPOSALS SPRING 2021
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CALL FOR PROPOSALS SPRING 2021 (cont.)

Team
In order to make a proposal for a show, it is HIGHLY recommended that the person 
making the proposal has spoken to others, and has as many people on board as 
possible in the roles of Producer, Stage Director, Musical Director, Stage Manager, 
and - if relevant - Choreographer and/or Rehearsal Pianist. A team with experience 
is always an asset, however we are also looking for people who are willing to try new 
roles.

Legal Rights
Another relevant consideration is always whether or not the rights to perform a 
particular show are available. 

PLEASE DO NOT CONTACT ANY RIGHTS-HOLDER YOURSELF 
- but contact Alexander Just, our treasurer, who deals with all rights enquiries on 
behalf of BLOC. Alex is very discreet and is happy to make enquiries the appropriate 
way without anyone else knowing, if a proposal is not yet ready to be made public.

Make a proposal
If you wish to make a proposal to the BLOC Committee - please email 
   blocchairman@gmail.com by 17th January 2020 at the latest to let us know the basic 
outline of your proposal, and be prepared to present your proposal to the Committee 
in person on 29 January 2021.

The 2020 Annual General Meeting for the 
Brussels Light Opera Company will be held 
on Thursday March 26 2020.

All positions on the BLOC Committee are 
open and any members of the company may 
nominate themselves for election. 

The BLOC Committee consists of the following 
positions:

* Chairman

* Treasurer

* Secretary

* Ordinary committee member  
(4 positions)

UPCOMING BLOC COMMITTEE NOMINATIONS - MARCH 2020 - 2021

Nomination forms will be emailed to all members in January 2020. If you are inter-
ested in standing for election please make sure to pay your membership fees early in the 
new year. If you do not received a form, please contact our Secretary, Barbara Bauer via: 
http://bloc-brussels.com/webform/contact. 

Please be aware that nominations for the BLOC Committee must be received before 23:59 
on Friday 31 January 2020 (to the address specified on the form) to be valid.

mailto:blocchairman%40gmail.com?subject=
http://bloc-brussels.com/webform/contact


December 2019Page  6Notes
On the following pages are a selection of shows and concerts we have been asked to share 

with our members.  Many of them feature BLOC members performing. 

For some great entertainment - check out these events:
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The next Staging Post will be held on Saturday 7 December at De Kam.

The main act will be The Happy Gangstas from Düsseldorf. This extremely talented quartet 
will be playing a variety of styles to “get you happy”, including Funk, Latin, Swing, Jazz, Blues 
& Tango with singing in a number of languages.

Supporting acts from: 
John Smillie singing his original and always humorous songs and promoting his CD, the 
proceeds from which are donated to the anti-slavery charity, “Oasis”. 

Laverock. In their own words they are “a Scots singing group, a spontaneous outpouring 
of the joy of being alive and of the pain and anguish which attend our mortal state.” Come 
and hear their take on the special gift of Celtic song.
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Come and enjoy the magical love story of Beauty and the 
Beast, full of cakes, cream, fairies, feather dusters, suits of 
armour, spectacular song and dance routines and a whole 
sleuth of bad jokes.


